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Kresnik’s Days

As before, this year the Ivan Mateti} Ronjgov Music School in Rijeka and the Maritime and History Museum 
of the Croatian Littoral Rijeka cooperated to organized the musical-educational event called Kresnik’s Days, 
which presents to the public this well-known physician, world-renowned interpreter of old Italian lutherie 
and maker of string instruments, Dr. Franjo Kresnik from Sušak. A particularly notable component of Kresnik’s 
bequest, which is held in the Maritime and History Museum of the Croatian Littoral Rijeka, consist of the 
violins which in the hands of the finest pupils of the Ivan Mateti} Ronjgov Music School – Dalia Cosetto 
accompanied by Oksana Zvinekova on the piano, Mia Mareni} accompanied by Jelena Barbari} Mijali} on 
the piano, Matej Mijali} accompanied by Nina Kova~i} on the piano, Ivan Graziani accompanied by Jelena 
Barbari} Mijali} on the piano, and the Secondary School Orchestra conducted by Mauro Šestan with the 
soloists Daniel Šimek and Ivan Bui} – have shown the supreme craft of Franjo Kresnik. 

Ahead of the concert, curator Tamara Mataija held a lecture on "The instrument as a museum exponent".

The second concert as part of the 2nd Kresnik’s Days was held on 13 June 2014 by violinist An|elko 
Krpan, accompanied by Renata Hill on the piano. Currently the head of the Zagreb Academy of Music’s 
String Instruments and Guitar Department, An|elko Krpan performed works by Beethoven, Dora Peja~evi}, 
Tomislav Uhlik, Antonín Dvorvák and Béla Bartók.

Ahead of the concert, curator Tamara Mataija held a lecture on "The historical context of the making if 
Kresnik’s violins", while Prof. An|elko Krpan delivered a lecture on "The experience of playing museum 
instruments".
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Spring Break in the Miracle Works
14–18 April 2014
Summer Vacation in the Miracle Works
16–24 June 2014
organizer: The Maritime and History Museum of the Croatian Littoral Rijeka

European Museum Night and International Museum Day 2014
17–18 May 2014
organizer: The Maritime and History Museum of the Croatian Littoral Rijeka
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ACT-W – Art Changes the World
12–19 May 2014 
display designers: N. Papandopulo, I. Mili~i}, G. Matijevi} Laginja, T. Grubiša
organizer: School of Applied Arts
co-organizer: The Maritime and History Museum of the Croatian Littoral Rijeka

Around the Clock 
at the Museum
A part of the program of European Museum Night in-
cluded an artistic performance called Mermaid in a 
Whirlpool by Izabela Peculi}, Sandy Uran and Anamarija 
Reljac, with Melita Adany playing the mermaid.
This year’s International Museum Day was marked by 
the slogan Museum Collections Unify. On this occa-
sion, the Museum Days were organized in the Maritime 
and History Museum of the Croatian Littoral Rijeka, and 
visits to the Museum on 17-18 May were free of charge.

Break
Spring break and then summer vacation was spent by some of Rijeka’s primary school pupils 
in the fairy-tale atmosphere of the Museum’s Miracle Works, at workshops where – under the 
guidance of curators – they learned through games and played games while learning.

The workshops Karolina; When I Grow Up, I’m Going to be ... a Curator; Mosaic; and The 
Dance Gown of Ida Kiss showed them some intriguing new details about local history, and 
the company of their school friends made their vacation interesting, productive and enjoyable.

Titanic–Carpathia in Slovakia
Through cooperation between the Žilina Self-governing Region (Žilinský samosprávny kraj) and Primorje-
Gorski Kotar County, an exhibition about one of the largest maritime tragedies ever, the sinking of the Titanic 
in 1912, was held in Slovakia.
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2nd Kresnik’s Days
5 &13 June 2014
Marble Hall
organizer: The Maritime and History Museum of the Croatian Littoral Rijeka
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TITANIC–CArpATHIA
30 April – 30 May 2014
Žilina Self-governing Region, Žilina, Slovakia
exhibition creator: Nikša Mendeš
exhibition designer: Vesna Rožman
www.regionzilina.sk

The theme of this year’s ACT-W – Art Changes the World, an event that presents the finest 
children’s creations in the fields of art and culture, is learning about the Croatian Glagolitic heritage.

The exhibition presented art works by pre-school, primary and secondary school children, as well 
as university students, teachers and art instructors.

Posve mogu}a družina (The Entirely Possible Troupe of Rijeka) held a theatre project in the atrium of the 
Museum Palace called "Guver" In Progress ("Guver" is what Rijeka natives call the old Governor’s Palace) 
which emerged as a result of three days of brainstorming and research into the possibility of creating a 
theatrical piece in a museum setting. Zoran Josi}, Ana Ljuti}, Nina Sabo and Marin Tudor collaborated to put 
the project together, while Karlo Ili} and Rajko Ergi} composed the music.
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THEATRE PROJECT
"Guver" In progress
14 June 2014
authors: Posve mogu}a družina Rijeka (The Entirely Possible Troupe of Rijeka)
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Nullus dies sine Museo l Not a Single Day Without the Museum

 17 May 2014 permanent display: regional Memento 

 29 May – 31 December 2014 Exhibition Shipping in rijeka in the 20th Century

 30 June – 17 July 2014  Exhibition of art by pupils of the School of Applied Arts

 1 July 2014 2nd Kresnik’s Days – Concert Zagreb Soloists, 8:30 p.m.
  (tickets for the concert are HRK 60 and may be purchased in the Museum’s lobby)

 July, August Birthday party in the Miracle Works
  Themes: Rijeka Stories, Fancy Dress Ball, The Trsat Dragon, Emergency on Board,  
  Unusual Form, A Trail of Challenges

publisher: The Maritime and History Museum of the Croatian Littoral Rijeka; for the publisher: Tea Perin~i}, PhD; editor: Denis Nepokoj; authors: Tamara Mataija, Nikša Mendeš, Denis Nepokoj, Ranko Starac; design: Vesna Rožman; photographs: Museum’s archive;  
English translation: Apostrof d.o.o. & Tanja Tomaš; printing: A. K. D. Zagreb; print run: 1000 copies; NO 5/2014, July, August © The Maritime and History Museum of the Croatian Littoral Rijeka Admission: HRK 20; students and seniors HRK 10; free family Sundays in the Museum for children accompanied by adults free copy

Melita Adany An|elko Krpan & Renata Hill



The catalogue for exhibition 
format: 19 x 18 cm, colour print, 

may be purchased in the Museum for HrK 70.
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permanent display: Vestiges of Time/Unit I – regional Memento
opening: 17 May 2014
exhibition scripted by: Margita Cvijetinovi} Starac
compiled by: Željka Cetini}, Margita Cvijetinovi} Starac, Ranko Starac, Jasna Uj~i} Grudeni}
set designer: Nikolina Jelavi} Mitrovi}
organizer: The Maritime and History Museum of the Croatian Littoral Rijeka

After many years of preparation, on European Museum Night, 17 May 2014 (the eve of International Museum Day), the first unit of 
a new permanent display, Regional Memento, was opened and presented to the public in the Maritime and History Museum of the 
Croatian Littoral Rijeka.

As part of the Vestiges of Time display, Regional Memento encompasses the period from pre-history to the end of the sixth century, 
presenting valuable archaeological finds from the Neolithic, Copper and Bronze Ages to Late Antiquity and the Early Byzantine era. A 
special thematic unit is the heritage of the local indigenes known as the Liburni, as well as the process of Romanization and urbaniza-
tion of this region, which began in Classical Antiquity.

Valuable archaeological finds discovered in the city of Rijeka, at its ancient Tarsatica site, are presented through a series of highlighted 
exhibits. Twenty-two amphorae from Antiquity, used to transport oil and wine, which were excavated from the seabed of the Gulf 
of Kvarner, testify to the millennial, unbroken bond between this area and the sea, and the intensive maritime trade and contacts 
between the mainland and islands in the period from the second century BC to the end of the sixth century, as well as items from the 
cabins of ancient sailors found in the sunken ships at Nerezine and Ilovik.

The superbly fascinating, interactive display, as scripted by Margita Cvijetinovi} Starac, was conceived by designer Nikolina Jelavi} 
Mitrovi}, who employed a series of recognizable symbols of Primorje-Gorski Kotar County, such as audio recordings of the text of the 
Baška Tablet or the sound of the ancient woodwind instrument known as the sopile, the aroma of sage and presentations of different 
types of soil to introduce visitors to one of the loveliest Croatian counties.

To accompany the opening of this permanent display, Ranko Starac delivered a lecture on "The First Inhabitants of Kvarner – from 
Prehistory to Late Antiquity", in which he presented some of the archaeological sites in the territory of the Croatian Littoral (Primorje) 
and the island of Krk, stressing their value as components of the cultural and historical heritage and also as tourist attractions.

The exhibition Shipping in Rijeka in the 20th Century presents 
the development of shipping in Rijeka in the twentieth century, 
when it experienced its greatest growth. Using valuable expo-
nents from the Maritime History Department, the exhibition pro-
vides an overview of Rijeka’s transoceanic shippers from the era 
of Austro-Hungarian companies based in Rijeka and the Sušak- 
and Rijeka-based companies between the two World Wars, whi-
le the exhibition’s centrepiece covers Rijeka’s shipping industry 
in the latter half of the twentieth century.

Already in the latter half of the nineteenth century, Rijeka was 
one of the top three cities in the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy in 
terms of the number of shipyards and constructed vessels, while 
the two largest steamship companies had been established near 
the end of that century: Adria in 1882 and Ungaro-Croata, or the 
Croatian-Hungarian Steamship Company, founded by shippers 
Mate Švrljuga from Rijeka and the Senj-based company Krajcz 

headed by Ladislav Kraja~. With the invention of the torpedo, a 
new naval combat weapon devised in Rijeka, Rijeka also became 
interesting to the navy, while the Hungarian Royal State Naval 
Academy became the seat of education for pupils from Vienna 
and Budapest. All of this reinforced Rijeka’s place on the map 
of influential maritime countries, and its bond to the sea was 
uninterrupted for centuries.

This exhibition was part of the program of the 20th Forum of the 
Mediterranean Maritime Heritage which was organized by the 
Maritime and History Museum of the Croatian Littoral Rijeka held 
from 28 to 31 May 2014.

The Museum combined the 20th Mediterranean Maritime Heri-
tage Forum with the 3rd Fiumare – Kvarner Sea Festival into the 
First Mediterranean Maritime Heritage Festival, at which the 
rich cultural/historical and natural heritage of the Mediterranean 
was presented through museum activity as well.
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Shipping in rijeka in the 20th Century
29 May 2014 – 31 December 2014
concept creator: Nikša Mendeš
exhibition designer: Veronika Uravi} ^olak 
organizer: The Maritime and History Museum of the Croatian Littoral Rijeka

Shipping in Rijeka
in the 20th Century

Regional Memento

Antiquity amphorae excavated from the seabed of the Gulf of Kvarner

Tea Perin~i}, Museum director Zlatko Komadina, Primorje-Gorski Kotar County prefect Zlatko Komadina & Ranko Starac, archaeologist and one of the display designers

Erik Fabijani}, President of the Primorje-Gorski Kotar County Assembly,  
Vojko Obersnel, the Mayor of Rijeka, Zlatko Komadina & Ranko Starac

Nikša Mendeš, exhibition creator, and the Val Chamber Choir at the exhibition opening

Margita Cvijetinovi} Starac, author of the exhibition units & Nikolina Jelavi} Mitrovi}, 
set designer 


